




For more information, contact: 
Marty Vadis, Director 
Division of Lands and Minerals
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
(651) 259-5379
marty.vadis@state.mn.us 

Regulation and Permitting 
�e two principal regulatory and permitting authorities are 
the state’s Department of Natural Resources and the Pollution 
Control Agency.  Rules for permitting ferrous mining 
operations have been in place for over 25 years.  For commercial 
operations, the rules require a mandatory Environmental 

Land and Mineral Ownership 
Minnesota’s Mesabi Iron Range iron ore 
potential has been known for more than 100 
years, and the land and mineral ownership is well 
de�ned and available for iron ore mining and 
development.  Mineral acquisition is generally 
done by entering mineral leases with fee holders. 

�e state is the largest owner of mineral rights.  It 
has in place a system of leasing the state’s ferrous 
minerals for mining.  Other private mineral 
holders have an active local presence with fee 
of�ces and resource information locally available.

Dan Jordan, Mining and Minerals Program Supervisor 
IRRRB
(218) 274-7007
dan.jordan@state.mn.us

Impact Statement before the approval of any permits.  �e 
major issues will generally relate to water appropriation 
and discharge and in some cases air emissions.  A high 
level of environmental standards is desired by the state, 
and the history of the mining industry in Minnesota 
demonstrates that conditions can be satisfactorily met. 
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